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Legislative Successes in 2024 
 

Requiring Composting of Food and Yard Waste 
.ƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ Representative Beth Doglio ŀƴŘ Senator John Lovick, I. 

нолмΣ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎǎ ōƛƭƭ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŀǿΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǎƛƴƎƭŜπŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǳǊōŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ȅŀǊŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƛƴ ŎǳǊōǎƛŘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ōƛƴǎ όƻǊ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 

ŎƻƳǇƻǎǝƴƎύ ōȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΣ нлолΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŬǾŜ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎ ŦƻƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƛƭƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ 

ǿƻǊƪƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŦƻƻŘ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǎ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƻ 

ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘŬƭƭŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭŀǿ ƘŜƭǇǎ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƛǘǎ 

Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ нл҈ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŜŘ ŜŘƛōƭŜ ŦƻƻŘ ōȅ нлнр ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǘ тр҈ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘŬƭƭǎ ōȅ 

нлол όŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нлмр ƭŜǾŜƭǎύΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŜǘƘŀƴŜ Ǝŀǎ ŀǘ ƭŀƴŘŬƭƭǎΦ 

 

Goodbye Mercury Lightbulbs 
/ƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻȄƛŎ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǝƴƎ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ Representative David Hackney 

ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴŜŘ I. ммурΣ ǇƘŀǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƅƻǊŜǎŎŜƴǘ ōǳƭōǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ 

ƳŜǊŎǳǊȅΦ aŜǊŎǳǊȅ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ 

ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƴŜǳǊƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΦ bƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ [95 ōǳƭōǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ōȅ ƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳǝƭƛǘȅ ōƛƭƭǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 

ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƊŜǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΣ нлнфΣ ǊŜǘŀƛƭŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǎŜƭƭ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǳǎŜ ƅǳƻǊŜǎŎŜƴǘ ōǳƭōǎ ƛƴ 

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ [ƛƎƘǘwŜŎȅŎƭŜ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ƳŜǊŎǳǊȅ 

ƭƛƎƘǘ ōǳƭōǎ ƛǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ нлорΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǳƴǎŜǩƴƎ ƛƴ нлнрΦ !ƴŘ ŀƊŜǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΣ нлнфΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊŀƴŘǎΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƴŜŀǊ 

ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻƭŘ ƳŜǊŎǳǊȅπŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōǳƭōǎΦ 

 

Composting cannabis waste rather than sending to the landfill 
Senator Derek Stanford ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻƴ {. ротсΣ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ Ŏŀƴƴŀōƛǎ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻƴπǇƻǘŜƴǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦƻǎǘŜǊǎ ŀ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜǎ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ƎŀǎŜǎ 

ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘŬƭƭΦ tǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛƭǳǘŜ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǿŀǎǘŜ мΥм ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƪƛǧȅ ƭƛǧŜǊ ƻǊ ǎŀǿŘǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŜƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘŬƭƭΦ 

 

Keeping cookware safe 
5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƻƪǿŀǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎǝƭƭ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ƭŜŀŘΚ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘ 

ς {ŜŀǧƭŜ ϧ YƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ¦² ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳ ǇƻǘǎΣ 

ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƭŀǿΣ I. мррмΣ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ Representative Gerry 

PolletΣ ōŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƻƪǿŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΣ нлнрΣ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘ ŀǘ ŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŬǾŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǇŜǊ ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ  

 

Saving our salmon 
сtt5Σ ŀ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǝǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ƻȄƛŘŀǝƻƴΣ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƭŜǘƘŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƘƻ 

ǎŀƭƳƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǎǇŀǿƴΦ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ WŜǎǎŜ {ŀƭƻƳƻƴΣ {. рфом 

ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ {ŀŦŜǊ tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ !Ŏǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ сtt5 ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǝǊŜǎΦ 

9ŎƻƭƻƎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǝǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ сtt5 ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŀŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƭƳƻƴ ǊǳƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǝǊŜ 

ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ сtt5Φ 

 

Reducing illegal dumping impacts 
[ƛǧŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƭŀǎǝŎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƭǝƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŀƪŜǎΣ tǳƎŜǘ {ƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƻǳǊ Ім Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ 

ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǿŀȅǎ 

ǿŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƭƛǧŜǊΦ Representative Bill Ramos ƭŜŘ I. ннлт ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 

ǎǘŀũ ǘƻ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴŦǊŀŎǝƻƴ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǧŜǊ ŎƭŜŀƴπǳǇ ǊŜǎǝǘǳǝƻƴ 

ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ ǝƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀƴǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǧŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜōǊƛǎΦ 

 

.ƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ нлнп 
hǳǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ōƛƭƭ ς ǘƘŜ ²w!t !ŎǘΣ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ [ƛȊ .ŜǊǊȅΣ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 

ǘƘŀƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ ǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƅƻƻǊΦ hǘƘŜǊ ōƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ нлнпΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ 

 wƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ wŜǇŀƛǊ     CŀǎƘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎǘŜ  wŜǳǎŀōƭŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎƛƴƎ ǘŀȄ ŜȄŜƳǇǝƻƴ 

 .ŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ όŀƪŀ .ƻǧƭŜ .ƛƭƭύ  wŜŦǊƛƎŜǊŀƴǘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ   aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ǿŀǎǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƘŜŀǘ  

 9± .ŀǧŜǊȅ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ   IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƭƛǧŜǊ   wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ  

 wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǝǾŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ   ¢ƛǊŜ ŜŶŎƛŜƴŎȅ  We will be working on these in 2025! 
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2301&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2301&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?billnumber=1185&year=2023
https://www.lightrecycle.org/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5376&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=1551&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?billnumber=5931&year=2024
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2207&Year=2023&Initiative=False


 

 
  

In 2024, Zero Waste Washington supported partners, including 
Surfrider, Scouts, Puget Soundkeeper, and others, in conducting 
ten litter cleanups in South Puget Sound to collect data on litter 
on beaches and along rivers. The sites were assessed using EPA’s 
ETAP (Escaped Trash Assessment Protocol). Information from 
each site and data collected at litter cleanups throughout the 
region by our partners was summarized into a report. These data 
support state efforts to strengthen water quality standards and 
enact legislation, such as the Re-WRAP Act. Our aim is to reduce 
plastic, improve Washington’s recycling system, and decrease 
litter pollution. 
 

The findings from the cleanups show plastic items make up 43% 
of the litter found. Mixed materials (which are primarily plastic) 
came in 2nd, followed by paper, then glass, metal, and organics. 
Volunteers found cigarette butts, cannabis, and associated 
packaging in large quantities, particularly in urban areas. We 
have created a regional database and report in order to quantify 
litter as a pollutant under Section 303(d) of the federal Clean 
Water Act.  

Getting data from litter cleanups 

[ƛǧŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ōŜŀŎƘ ŎƭŜŀƴǳǇΦ  [ŜƊΥ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǎƻǊǘ 

ƭƛǧŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ рп ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘΣ 

ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƛƎƘŜŘΦ 
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  We launched a project to help farmers reduce their plastic waste burden. 
Plastics play a complex role in modern agricultural practices in the Pacific 
Northwest. The use of plastic products allows for longer growing 
seasons, efficient irrigation, and crop protection, but also makes it 
difficult to manage waste. and creates concerns about the breakdown of 
these materials. We first interviewed 59 farmers, spanning 14 counties, 
representing organic vegetable farms, dairy farms, cattle ranches, and 
orchards.  
 

Managing plastic waste presents substantial challenges for farmers 
because of limited recycling options and the lack of sustainable disposal 
methods. Although some farmers have shifted to durable products, 
reusable options are more expensive, or they don’t always meet farmers’ 
needs. 
 

Next, we are launching four pilot projects to test ways to reduce plastic 
waste or improve recycling. We will report on these pilots next year! 

Tackling farm plastics 

²Ŝ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀǊƳ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀǎǝŎΗ 
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Plastic water bottles do not belong in wilderness areas! In collaboration with 

the Duwamish River Community Coalition, we launched a project to bring 

water refill stations to Mt Rainier National Park and engaging signs.  
 

Youth from the South Park neighborhood of Seattle brainstormed survey 

questions and participated in a three-day camping trip to the national park. 

They interviewed park visitors, met with rangers, and worked on compelling 

messaging and signage to encourage park visitors to “bring their own bottle.”  

New water refill stations at Mount 
Rainier National Park 

!ōƻǾŜΥ 5ǳǿŀƳƛǎƘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ŀŘŜǘ ȊŜǊƻ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴǎ ǇƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ wŀƴƎŜǊ {ǳǎŀƴ Iǳƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ 

ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜŬƭƭ ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ 

ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ wƛƎƘǘΥ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǊŜŬƭƭ ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎΣ 

ŀǘ tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀǘ aƻǳƴǘ wŀƛƴƛŜǊ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ 

ìĲ 
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Did you know many of us have durable products in our homes which contain 
toxic chemicals? Flame retardants, lead, cadmium, PFAS (the forever 
chemicals), and phthalate plasticizers have been either purposedly added or 
sometimes these chemicals are transferred from recycled materials.  
 

Black plastic is an example which was exposed in EU in 2018. Our partner 
Toxic-Free Future just released a new study where they looked at more 
products. Old electronics may be recycled and mixed with other plastics to 
create new black items—like black kitchen utensils, toys, hair accessories and 
food containers.  

 

We are especially concerned about black plastic utensils. When utensils are 
exposed to heat (cooking or serving hot food), toxic chemicals may leach into 
food or beverage, causing health effects over time. 
 
 
 
 
 
To help reduce exposures to these toxic chemicals, we have launched a new 
project working with local jurisdictions and other partners to host swap-out 
events, where we will provide replacement items or other incentives for 
specific household products. These events will start in 2025. 
 

In 2024, we worked on researching products and effective messaging, 
including a project with Duwamish Valley Youth Cadets, in partnership with 
the Duwamish River Community Coalition. We are working on swap outs in 
partnership with New Americans Alliance for Policy and Research (NAAPR). 
 

Swap outs of toxic household products 

¢ƻǇ ŀƴŘ ƳƛŘŘƭŜΥ 5ǳǿŀƳƛǎƘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ŀŘŜǘ ȊŜǊƻ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴǎ ǿŜƴǘ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ 

ƳŜǎǎŀƎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǿŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǳǘŜƴǎƛƭǎΦ  .ƻǧƻƳΥ hǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ƛƴ 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ b!!twΣ ŀƊŜǊ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇƭŀǎǝŎΦ 
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Our Furniture Repair Bank project, expertly 
spearheaded by Xenia Dolovova, has blossomed 
this year and is on its way to spinning off into a 
new nonprofit! The Furniture Repair bank won 
first place at NextCycle Washington in the 
community group category.  
 
In this innovative program, furniture that is 
broken or damaged and is on the path to the 
landfill, is rescued for reuse. Volunteers repair and 
restore the furniture, creating beautiful, 
functional pieces. Then, in partnership with 
organizations that serve recent immigrants and 
newly housed Washingtonians, furniture is 
delivered to families in need, free of charge.  
 
We are so excited for Xenia and her team as they 
fly forward in 2025! 
 
 

A new zero-waste nonprofit on the horizon 

ìĲ 
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Other zero waste action in 2024 
 
Recycling goes high-tech: tour  

 
¢ƘƛǊǘȅπŬǾŜ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǝŎ ȊŜǊƻ  

ǿŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǎ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мǎǘ  

ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŜƘƛƴŘπǘƘŜπǎŎŜƴŜǎ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ 

²ƻƻŘƛƴǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ²a /ŀǎŎŀŘŜ 

wŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ 

²aΩǎ ŎǳǩƴƎπŜŘƎŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ ŀŎǝƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ ǎƻǊǝƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ 

ƻǇǝŎŀƭ ǎƻǊǘŜǊǎΣ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǘǊƛŎ ǎŎŀƴƴŜǊǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊ ƧŜǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ 

ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ 

ƘƛƎƘπǘŜŎƘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 

 

Sustainable K-12 school cafeterias 

½ŜǊƻ ²ŀǎǘŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ǿƻǊƪƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 

ǎƻƭƛŘ ǿŀǎǘŜΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŬǘΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀũ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ 

ǿŀǎǘŜ ƛƴ Yπмн ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀǎΣ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǿƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ 

ǎƛƴƎƭŜπǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŘǳǊŀōƭŜ ǘǊŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƘŜǎΣ 

ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘŀōƭŜǎΣ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ 

!ƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎƭȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ YƛƴƎ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ wŜҌ ƎǊŀƴǘΣ ǿŜ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉŀǎǎπ

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ YƛƴƎ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ Ƴƛƭƪ ŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜŬƭƭ ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 

ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƴŜŜŘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎǳǇǎΣ 

ŘƛǎƘǿŀǎƘŜǊ ǊŀŎƪǎΣ ǘǊŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǘǎΦ 

 

PreCycle Material Exchange forums 

Lƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ {ŜŀǧƭŜ DƻƻŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ tǊŜ/ȅŎƭŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊǳƳǎ 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ όƳƻǎǘƭȅύ ƛƴπǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎΣ 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ǿŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ ōȅǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀǎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ Lƴ нлнпΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŦƻǊǳƳǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

{ŜŀǧƭŜΦ  

aƻǊŜ ŦƻǊǳƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ нлнр 

 

 

Organics research 

Lƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлнр 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ōƛƭƭΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

ǘŜǊǊƛŬŎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴǎ ς 9ǾŜƭȅƴΣ !ƴŘǊŜǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ hƭƛǾƛŀ ς ŦǊƻƳ ¦² ŘƛŘ 

ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ 

ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ Ŭƴŀƭ 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΥ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƳǳƭǝŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 5ŀǘŜ 

ƭŀōŜƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ 

ŀǎ ά.Ŝǎǘ ōȅέ ƻǊ ά¦ǎŜ ōȅΣέ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

ƻũŀƭΣ ŀǎǇƘŀƭǘ ǎƘƛƴƎƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƻŘ 

ŘŜōǊƛǎΦШ 
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48%

1%
18%

30%

2% 1%

Foundation Grants (48%)

Business & Corporate (1%)

Individual & Memberships
(18%)
Government Grants (30%)

Events (2%)

Interest & Other Income (1%)

83%

8%

9%

Program (83%)

Administrative (8%)

Fundraising (9%)

Financials 

Revenue 2022 

tŀƛƴǘ ǿŀƛǝƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘ 

Expenses 2022 

$924,186 

$725,336 



  

Your part 

Zero Waste 

Washington needs 

your contribution to 

continue reducing 

waste and making a 

circular economy a 

reality in Washington, 

now and into the 

future. 

 

Please donate here 

https://zerowastewashington.org/donate/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

Zero waste is more 

than just putting the 

right thing in the bin… 

although that is 

important too.   

 

It is about changing 

the system! 
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