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ENCAMPMENTS  
Facilitators: Sayde/Gerrit 
  

What would you like to see in the future?   
• Cleanup of pet and human waste 
• Pump out for RV campers 
• Build more shelters for people 
• Need better information about what is going on 
• Question - do regular haulers, like Lemay, do some large item pickup? (yes) Auburn - we do. 

  

What do you see as the biggest challenge? 
• Don’t know the scope of what is needed. 
• Funding responsibilities aren’t clear  

 
 Do you have resources you think others would like to see (best practice, resource library, photos) 

• Susan McCleary - can provide information on RV work in Olympia 
 

 

VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS  
Facilitators: Jenny/Jule 
 

 What would you like to see in the future?   
• A regional litter coordinator to help coordinate various efforts in a shared area of emphasis for 

litter pickup 
o Streamlined training - creating an overarching best practice for disposal, safety training 
o Coordinating reporting  
o Identification of who’s littering and why 

• Best practices library 



 
What do you see as the biggest challenge? 

• Data consistency; based on utilization of different tools; lots of overlapping areas. 
• Funding the waste disposal (including coordinating dumpsters, pick-up of debris) 
• How do know if disposal is collected debris or household debris - building trust among all parties 

involved (volunteers, staff, transfer station operators, etc) 
• Lack a reporting system that fully captures the work that volunteers do (bags collected, where 

cleanups occur, volunteer hours) 
• Databases are often glitchy - we need/want a lot of info and it is hard to find an ‘off the shelf’ 

platform that meets all those needs. Customization is expensive.  
• Volunteers just want to remove the litter - don’t always understand the importance of reporting; if 

the reporting is clunky, they are less incentivized to report 
• Surveys are important for sharing program impact - but how do we get volunteers to participate; 

and cost of survey/products (GIS and data visualization) are difficult to manage. 
• Hotspots are always changing; litter is there at any given time, and not at others.  
• Constancy of litter accumulation in the same areas; it is both motivating and deflating; volunteers 

will often move toward policy recommendations but not an avenue to follow through with that 
(i.e. we need more signs..) 

• Camps being washed away – lots of debris going into waterways; challenge is getting local 
governments to coordinate efforts with community orgs or apply more innovative solutions to the 
problem (especially, when it comes to encampments) 

• Inequities that different areas that experience that contribute to trash issues 
 

 Do you have resources you think others would like to see?  
• Social science surveys - helping to manage behavioral change aspects 
• A resource hub that has links to contacts for different efforts that lead cleanups; different 

resources they use in their programs (i.e. safety, signup, reporting, disposal)  (Wa Clean Coast 
Alliance - Coastsavers.org) 

 
 

FUNDING 
Facilitators: Steven/Kelsey 
 What would you like to see in the future?   

• More funding for homeless encampments to match citizen expectations. We work until we have 
no money left. And to help transition people out of those situations. 

• See WSDOT use the $5 million they receive; locals end up having to do cleanups in their right-of-
way. 

• Rural areas are struggling with waste issues, especially when there are accessibility issues, such as 
islands 

• Vehicle removal 
 



 What do you see as the biggest challenge? 
• Matching staff resources; can get funding, but is challenging to figure out how to staff the work, 

particularly inter-departmentally 
• Abatement of vehicles is very expensive 
• Community engagement, changing behaviors 
• Illegal dumping, bulky waste pick-up 
• Unsecured loads from garbage haulers and what can be done with regards to enforcement 

 
 

MESSAGING/COMMUNICATIONS 
Facilitators: Amber Smith 
 What would you like to see in the future?  

• Training in infographics and videography to help with visual WOW presentations 
• Ongoing training for natural resource scientists on how to talk about these issues effectively 
• Help communicating about plastics and toxics in particular- connecting with human health 
• Utilize the statewide litter prevention campaign and toolkit resources 
• More litter prevention signs on roadways 
• Big communication push with food retailers about customers being able to use their own 

containers – I don’t think many people know about this 
• New social norms around disposable items, focusing on coffee shops first along with the big 

franchises 
• Messaging that focuses on appropriate social norms (most people don’t litter) 
• More that we can work on a cohesive approach and coordination across the state (kudos to 

Ecology!) 
• Total change in the social norms around littering and a full embrace of accountability – this is mine 

vs. this is not mine 
• Have forum, work groups to brainstorm messaging/signage/resources. Create consistency 

statewide. 
• Cities change their scoop the poop signs. Use more humor/positive/eyes 
• Funny to play off dating sites (swipe left on this litterer). Funny ad. They’re a 10, but they don’t 

scoop their dog poop, etc. Using pop culture, social media. 
• More “bring your own bag” signs and culture - this is shockingly sparse 
• Stop retail store “work arounds” that are still using plastic bags, but they are heavier gauge 
• Best ways to reach audiences? Where is the priority audiences getting their info? 

 

 What do you see as the biggest challenge? 
• Funding for training 
• Sublimation of communications in technical heavy fields 
• Complete disinterest by many small businesses/residents who are understaffed 

o Suggested solution: Use NextDoor or other type of social site. Direction to keep your own curb 
clean 

• Poor literacy and caring about these issues by commercial and residential property owners 



• Dog owners are completing filling up residential garbage cans with dog waste - need a social 
marketing campaign just for this 

• Fear of litter – people think that litter will somehow harm them if they pick it up 
• Institutional barriers that need to connect toxic contamination with human health and the 

material economy 
• People think it’s someone else’s job to pick it up 
• People think their small litter doesn’t matter 
• Lack of staffing in our small jurisdiction to create campaigns and do the outreach 

 

Do you have any resources you think others would like to see? 
• I have access to academic journal articles of research investigations that examine factors related 

to littering 
 
What keeps you motivated to do the work? 

• I work in stormwater and connections to human health and plastics are a huge issue  
• KAB’s Litter report shows reductions in littering 

 

 

CLEANUPS/TECHNOLOGY  
Facilitators: Morgan/ Lewis 
 
 What would you like to see in the future?  Big need/resources (1 thing) 

• How to encourage recycling of debris, rather than garbage 
  

What do you see as the biggest challenge (#1)? 
• Multiple jurisdictions, roles, authorities (need for more coordination and consolidation) 

  

Do you have resources you think others would like to see (best practice, resource library, photos) 
• What’s a way to share resources state-wide or broader, where could that live? Ecology? ZWV? 

 
What keeps you motivated to do the work? 

• Satisfying to see you can provide resources that would make an impact. 
• Taking pride in the community. 
 

 

POLICY SOLUTIONS 
Facilitators: Heather/Angela 
 What would you like to see in the future?   

• Bottle Bill 
• Regional, state, nationwide messaging/marketing/communications, since litter knows no bounds 

and affects all of us 
• Would love to see government funding to conduct litter studies and collect data 
• Renew Act (SB5697) – would be very helpful! Want to know how best to support. 



• Tire debris is (and will likely remain) a major component of roadway litter (per latest WA Litter 
Study). We should use policy (advanced fee / or EPR program) to generate funding devoted to 
clean-up of tire debris on roadways, illegal dumping of tires, etc. This could also have nexus w/ 
regulation of 6PPD, which is a chemical additive in tires now known to be a major pollutant in 
stormwater causing widespread death in salmon.   

• Could tire manufacturers be required to pay for 6PPD mitigation, e.g. rain gardens?  The Nature 
Conservancy has a great video about their effectiveness in cleaning water runoff to make it safe 
for salmon: Solving Stormwater 

• Local code enforcement needs to be strengthened for dumping etc that isn’t seen, but can easily 
be tracked 

• Manufacturers should use more funding to develop new technology that reduces litter under 4” 
etc 

• How can we push manufacturers/vendors from a local level? 
• Clear and implementable policies 
• Bulky item pickup-would  

  

What do you see as the biggest challenge? 
• Re: Renew Act: concern that manufacturers will have too much power over how it works: 

https://ilsr.org/ilsr-statement-on-extended-producer-responsibility-epr-for-packaging/  
o Comment from McKenna Morrigan: Whoever put this in here, I’d be happy to talk through this 

issue with you. Feel free to reach out to me (mckenna.morrigan@seattle.gov). The RENEW Act 
producer responsibility policy would give state regulators strong enforcement and oversight 
authority and would make producers responsible for achieving mandatory performance 
requirements. It would result in transparency and outcomes that are MUCH better than what 
we currently have. The ISLR criticisms are largely misinformed and misguided, in my opinion.   

• EPR 
• Behavioral change 

 

 Do you have resources you think others would like to see? 
• André Turner The UK has a Plastic Pact that helps address plastic packaging and is working toward 

a circular economy. It has joint cooperation from businesses, NGO and the government. 
• https://wrap.org.uk/taking-action/plastic-packaging/initiatives/the-uk-plastics-pact 
• I am fortunate to serve on the OneBothell board with Dr David Bain and one of the topics he has 

brought up is the impact of tire dust on salmon and Orcas. Tire dust creates a lot of micro rubber 
dust and there are some creative solutions to address the issue. One that could be considered I 
found on a Bordic paper (if not already) is a policy to create gully traps to capture tire dust on our 
roads.  

• It’s on page 22. https://norden.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1515089/FULLTEXT01.pdf 
 
What keeps you motivated to do the work? 

• Knowing that small steps can make a difference. 
• We need to turn off the tap of plastic pollution! Clean-ups are important, but we need policy 

change to get at the source of the problem, which is largely single-use plastic packaging 
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