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Zero Waste Washington

Works to make trash obsolete

Three strategies:

• Help pass laws 

• Conduct research

• Do pilot projects



Policy Menu

• Prevention

• Reduction/Enforcement

• Funding
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Prevention



Two main things we need to do to solve 
plastic pollution and our recycling crisis:

Reduce the use of unnecessary plastics

Build markets and restore our recycling 
system, creating jobs in WA

Plastic Free Washington / Washington Sin Plástico Coalition



Reusable Bag Bill
for Washington 

State
(SB5323 – Sen Das)

(HB1205 – Rep Peterson)

Zero Waste Washington |Surfrider Foundation | Seattle Aquarium |Puget 
Soundkeeper Alliance |Environment Washington

2020



Concerning the 
management of certain 

materials to support 
recycling and waste 
and litter reduction

SB 5022 – Sen. Mona Das

HB 1118 – Rep. Liz Berry

2021



Ban expanded polystyrene 
food service products, coolers, peanuts

Exempts pre-packaged items, and packaging for raw, uncooked, or butchered meat, fish, poultry, or seafood, 

vegetables, fruit, or egg cartons.  Exempts coolers for medical items or shipping perishable commodities.

June 1, 2024 June 1, 2023 June 1, 2024 



Ask first:

Exempts request for hot cup lids: delivery service or curbside pickup, drive-through and certain large music and sports venues. 

Exempts senior nutrition programs, health care providers, some activities of the Depts. of Corrections, Children, Youth, and Families 

January 1, 2022 
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Packaging Product Stewardship
The RENEW Act

Build markets and restore our 
recycling system, creating jobs



Source: Lorax EPI

EPR for packaging is in place throughout Europe 
and Canada and being adopted globally.

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for Packaging



https://www.accerio.com/tag/weee/



The RENEW Recycling Act (SB 5697)

Outcomes

• Increased reuse and recycling

• Waste reduction

• Universal and convenient recycling services for all

• Responsible recycling



Reuse/Refill systems

Forever WareVessel



Reuse/Refill systems

https://packagingeurope.com/news/the-coca-cola-company-pledges-to-achieve-25-refillable-or-returnable-portfolio-by-2030/7859.article
https://pamplinmedia.com/pt/9-news/394212-284997-industry-pioneers-reusable-beer-bottles

https://packagingeurope.com/news/the-coca-cola-company-pledges-to-achieve-25-refillable-or-returnable-portfolio-by-2030/7859.article


DOH:  Food Safety Regulations 
Bring your own container: March 1, 2022

A FOOD ESTABLISHMENT under a written plan may:

• refill a visually clean CONSUMER-owned container with non-READY-TO-EAT 
FOOD, bulk FOOD, and PACKAGED FOOD; 

• and ….. with READY-TO-EAT FOOD when dispensed from equipment, such as a 
gravity-flow unit, meeting standards for liquid FOOD and ice; and

• (c) request an EMPLOYEE of the FOOD ESTABLISHMENT to refill …with FOOD
using a contamination-free process.

www.cleanfairfax.org



Bottle bill

https://www.clynk.com/history-of-the-bottle-bill/



Bottle bill impact

https://www.bottlebill.org/images/PDF/Keep%20America%20Beautiful%202020%20National%20Litter%20Study%20report%20March%202021(1).pdf

Keep America 
Beautiful 2020 
National Litter 
Study report 
March 2021 -
2021



https://kitsunerestaurant.com/when-did-they-stop-making-pull-tabs-on-beer-cans/



Product design

• Tethered lids

• Pull off strips

https://www.independent.co.uk/business/cocacola-introduces-attached-caps-to-cut-litter-and-boost-recycling-b2080716.html



Produce Stickers

https://www.purelabels.com/blog/ecofriendly-produce-stickers/
https://www.bakeryandsnacks.com/Article/2012/07/16/Laser-etching-technology-can-rival-labels-on-
citrus-fruit-developer
https://www.producebluebook.com/2019/05/17/fyffes-introduces-new-compostable-banana-band/#
https://www.ctfreshfoodandproduce.com/

https://www.purelabels.com/blog/ecofriendly-produce-stickers/
https://www.bakeryandsnacks.com/Article/2012/07/16/Laser-etching-technology-can-rival-labels-on-citrus-fruit-developer
https://www.producebluebook.com/2019/05/17/fyffes-introduces-new-compostable-banana-band/


ReFill Stations

Fauntleroy Church

Maple Leaf Lutheran

University Lutheran 

& Elizabeth Gregory 

Home

Compass Housing Alliance



Cigarette butts
• Law to prohibit filters (Ca proposed)

• Required deposit bins (25 foot law)

https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/news/butt-ugly-litter-cigarette-butts-scattered-outside-facilities-a-problem-in-st-johns-100588341/



Reduction/Enforcement



Litter Fines: WA

• RCW 70A.200.060 sets minimum fines for littering and illegal dumping:
• Throwing or depositing litter on the highway = $231

• Littering less than 1 cubic foot = $103

• Litter more than 1 cubic foot, but less than 1 cubic yard = $500

• Littering more than 1 cubic yard = $1,000 - $5,000 and potential jail time

• Potentially dangerous litter (including cigarette butts) = $1,025

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Solid-waste-litter/Litter/Litter-laws



https://jimsgarage.wordpress.com/2013/07/17/life-and-signs-on-the-road/



First conviction: 

https://www.ncsl.org/research/environment
resources/states-with-littering-penalties.aspx

Up to 
$6,250

Up 
to 
$800

Up to 
$5,500

$500

Up to 
$500

$100 -
$2,500 or 
10-100 hr. 
community 
service 

Up to 
$2,000 or 
litter 
cleanup

Up to 
$1,000

$900 + 
16 hrs. 
litter 
cleanup

$100 –
$1,000

+ ≥8 hrs. 
litter

cleanup 

Up to 
$1,000

Up to 
$1,000

$500 - $1,000
+ 4 hrs. litter

cleanup 

Up to 
$750

Up to 
$1,000

$103 –
$231



Secure your load: WA
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Secure your load
• RCW 46.61.655 requires motorists to cover and secure their loads to prevent cargo from 

breaking free
• Failing to secure a load could result in a $231 ticket
• If something falls out and you cause property damage or injure another person you can be 

fined up to $5,000 and may be charged with a gross misdemeanor, including up to a year 
in jail.

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Solid-waste-litter/Litter/Litter-laws



Unsecured load fee at local transfer 
stations or landfills

• King County: $25 

• Yakima County: Passenger vehicles $6/Trucks (over 3 yards) $18

• Island County: $3 Cars/ $5 Trucks with loads up to 1 ton/ $10 Trucks with loads 
more than 1 ton

• Walla Walla (Sudbury Landfill): $22

• Spokane County/Snohomish County: $5 for vehicles under 8,000 lbs. and $10 
for vehicles over 8,000 lbs.

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/dnrp/solid-waste/facilities/secure-your-load.aspx.





Illegal dumping: Oakland Example

Rate Compression

• WM with City restructured the rate (i.e., cost) of 64 and 96 gallon curbside 
bins so that they were the same cost and much less than previous cost
• Goal:  

• Families sign up for cart they need, NOT what they can afford
• Reduce overflow into other bins (help clean up organics bin)

Add additional bulky service

• Provide all residents (single family and multi-family) to curbside or drop off

• Increase how much can be picked up

• Tenants can schedule appointment for bulky item pick up, for free
• Goal:

• Increase participation, convenience, and material limits, to reduce illegal dumping
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Water Quality

• NPDES* permit language

• Using EPA’s ETAP* protocol at beach and other cleanups → Impaired waterbodies 
under federal Clean Water Act

* National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

**Escaped Trash Assessment Protocol
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Coastsavers.org



Funding



Community-Based Social marketing

• Dumpster Lids

• Secure your load

• Don’t Drip and Drive

• Other?



Microplastics 
Strategy 
(California’s 
Ocean Protection 
Council)

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/07/us/california-microplastics.html



NOAA Washington Marine Debris 
Action Plan

• Voluntary, collaborative effort of 50 
organizations throughout Washington State

• Goal 1: Prevention

• Goal 2: Removal

• Goal 3: Research

• Goal 4: Coordination

https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/regional-action-plan/washington-marine-debris-action-plan



Funding

• Litter Tax and other state funding programs

• Ratepayers

• Producer funding

• Other new dedicated funds?

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Solid-waste-litter/Litter/Litter-pickup



Make it easier NOT to litter
• Prevention

• Ban products: Bags, Styrofoam, small items (untethered caps, stickers, tear-aways, butts)
• Producer responsibility (RENEW Act)
• Reuse and refill systems/Bring your own container/Refill fountains
• Bottle Bill

• Reduction/Enforcement
• Fines/Fees
• Waste contracts
• Water quality regulations

• Funding
• Social marketing/education/messaging
• Encampment programs, Work programs, Purple Bag programs
• Cleanups by agencies and by ngos
• Coordinated plans (NOAA Marine Debris Action Plan, Microplastic strategy)

• What else??
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Thank You!

Heather Trim
heather@zerowastewashington.org

Zero Waste Washington
www.zerowastewashington.org


