
Statewide Litter Programs & Funding Opportunities

Steven Williams

Solid Waste Section Manager - NW Region
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1971 Model Litter Control Act (RCW 70A.200)

• Manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers helped 

pass a “litter tax”.

• Levied a 0.015% tax on retail sales of items 

typically found in roadside litter. 

• The tax helps fund Washington’s litter, waste 

reduction, and recycling programs.

• Generated $14.7 million annually this biennium.

• Funds go to the Waste Reduction, Recycling and 

Litter Control Account. 
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Waste Reduction, Recycling and Litter Control 
Account (WRRLCA)

40%

Waste reduction, recycling compost, 

food waste efforts

(mostly Ecology FTEs) 

$26.9 M

20%

Local government & non-profit litter programs

(grant programs)

40%

Litter pickup & prevention 

(state agency programs & EYC) 



Litter Pickup & Prevention Programs

Program 2021-23

Ecology Youth Corps $4,100,000

WA Dept. of Transportation/Dept. of Corrections

(Costs of highway signs included in 21-23)
$520,000

WA Department of Natural Resources $275,000

WA Department of Fish & Wildlife $125,000

WA State Patrol $200,000

WA State Parks $30,000

Litter Prevention 

2022 Legislative Session – supplemental funding for litter prevention.

$750,000

$800,000

Litter Composition & Generation Study $550,000

2022 Legislative Session

$2M supplemental funding for litter cleanup on state highways.  

$1,350,000 RFP for contracted services

$650,000 12 new EYC adult crewmembers



Litter-Related Grant Programs

Grant Program 2021-23

Community Litter Cleanup Program (CLCP)

For local governments for litter pickup, illegal-dump cleanup, and litter prevention education.  

Opening February/March 2023.

$3,600,000

Ramp Litter Cleanup Program (RLCP) – known as SB 5040 Grants this funding cycle

For local governments to clean state highway ramps in their jurisdiction.

Opening February/March 2023.

$395,000

Waste Reduction & Recycling Education Grants (WRRED)

For local governments and non-profit organizations for education programs to help the public with  

litter prevention, waste reduction, recycling, and composting. Opening likely fall 2023. 

$500,000
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Questions?

Steven Williams
Solid Waste Section Manager 
Steven.Williams@ecy.wa.gov

Find Ecology Grants Here

mailto:Steven.Williams@ecy.wa.gov
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Payments-contracts-grants/Grants-loans/Find-a-grant-or-loan

