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Litterable design:

Parts of packaging that are 
highly likely to become litter 
due to their design or size



Tear-to-open

“Food wrappers (candy, chips, 
etc.)” were the #1 item found 
during beach cleanups in 2020

“Tear-off bits” are lightweight and 
easily carried by wind and rain



➔ New types of seals 
and closures

➔ Need to keep 
accessibility and 
protection in mind

Instead:



Components that 
separate

Components that twist off, such 
as caps, and inner seals for 
aseptic cartons

Caps are #4 on the 2020 list of 
most-frequently littered items



➔ EU legislation requiring 
tethered caps by 2024

➔ Similar legislation 
proposed in CA in 2018

➔ Removing components

Instead:



Produce stickers, bread bag tags, 
seals, twist ties

Set aside as consumers access 
and enjoy product; no place to 
put accessory

Small Accessories



➔ Direct elimination or 
innovative elimination

➔ Produce stickers → 
compostable options 
exist, not widely adopted

Instead:



In certain contexts, 

litter may be unintentional 
and the result of poor 

packaging design



Questions?
olga.kachook@greenblue.org


