


River Cleanup and 
Community Engagement

Alternate title: Litter cleanups programs are fun, beneficial, and important and 
you should start one, here’s how.



Why River 
Cleanup?

• Community and 
volunteer engagement

• Outreach and education
• Easy to understand 

mission and results
• It feels good
• It, um, cleans the river….



Spokane Riverkeeper River Cleanup Program 
Overview

• Shoreline Cleanups

• Cleanup by raft/boat

• Outreach and education

Year
Number of 
cleanups

Total 
Volunteers

Total 
Pounds

2016 143 4780

2017 28 421 7600

2018 34 558 19550

2019 45 711 18450

2020 41 473 11970

2021 67 1060 25790

2022 42 882 11855

Total 285 4248 99995



Sources of Litter

Litter issues on the river originate from 
many sources, ranging from a current 
and historic blatant disregard for proper 
disposal of trash, to the large inequities 
that exist in today’s society.  



Outreach and education

• River cleanups 
provide unique way 
of interacting with 
river users

• Homeless outreach 
and camp cleanup



Outreach and Education Continued

River cleanups by raft and 
foot allow access to 
individuals camping along 
the river.  Partner with 
outreach professionals.

• Offer services
• Remove litter
• Welfare checks



Community Partners: It takes a village



Future directions/needs

• Robust outreach program

• Staffing

• Community litter 

coordinator

• Expand community 

partnerships

• Truck/trailer, storage, etc



It’s Your River. We Protect It.
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