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Speaker Bios 
 
 

Senator Phil Fortunato, Washington 31st Legislative District. Phil serves on the serving on the 
Transportation Committee, Housing Committee, and Environmental Committee. He has been a 
contractor for over 30 years, starting his first business at 18, and is currently a recognized expert in 
Clean Water Act compliance. As a contractor, he understands Davis Bacon Act compliance, Employment 
Security, Unemployment and business tax issues. In addition, he has done work on the international 
market in Europe, Asia and Canada and understands international trade and import export issues as 
well. With over 30 years of experience in erosion control and stormwater management, he provides 
environmental training and helps builders navigate environmental regulation. He was president and 

founding director of the Pacific Northwest chapter of the International Erosion Control Association. 
 
 

Jeff Kirschner, CEO, Litterati. Former world backpacker turned bartender, Jeff Kirschner is a serial 
entrepreneur with a love for storytelling. When his 4-year-old daughter saw a plastic tub of cat litter in 
the woods, little did Jeff realize that it would be the spark for creating Litterati - a data-science company 
empowering people to create a litter-free world. Now in 185 countries, the Litterati community 
identifies, maps, and collects waste -- resulting in an Open Litter Database - the largest of its kind. They 
are backed by leading Silicon Valley investors, the National Science Foundation, and have been 
highlighted at TED. 
 
 

Gerrit Nyland, Social Services Supervisor, Pierce County Human Services. Gerrit is active with the 
Tacoma Pierce County Coalition to End Homelessness, is a member of the Pierce County Coordinated 
Transportation Coalition, co-chairs the City of Tacoma Transportation Commission, is a board member 
with Communities in Schools Tacoma, and is a board member with the Northwest Furniture Bank. Most 
of his work focuses on improving homeless programs so we more effectively serve of our neighbors in 
need. He has a BA in History and a Masters of Librarianship, enjoys backpacking, cooking (especially 
deep-frying), sailing, and anything involving trains. 
 

 

Bart Potter, WA DES. Bart has been a full-time state procurement professional since 2007, first at the 
old Department of General Administration and then at the launch of Enterprise Services in 2011 forward. 
Before that ongoing second career, he worked in the communications industry as reporter and editor at 
newspapers in Olympia and King County; teacher of journalism at South Puget Sound Community College 
and Saint Martin’s University; and communications director for two state agencies. Recent procurements 
for DES have included aviation fuel, encampment cleanup and generator maintenance.  
 
 

Julie Gilbertson, Solid Waste Supervisor, City of Vancouver. From the Pacific Northwest to West Africa, 
Julie Gilbertson has worked with local communities to conserve natural resources, strengthen 
community networks and tackle solid waste issues. Ms. Gilbertson has over ten years’ experience 
working in municipal solid waste and recycling outreach programs. In her current role at the City of 
Vancouver, Julie jointly manages the city’s comprehensive collection contract and oversees professional 
services contracts and directed grant agreements with local partners to responsibly manage and address 
solid waste and litter issues across the community. 

 
 

  

http://www.litterati.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks/jeff_kirschner_this_app_makes_it_fun_to_pick_up_litter?language=en


Harold Odom, Systems Advocate/Strategist, King County Reginal Homeless Authority, and Director of 
Policy and Community Outreach for the Lived Experience Coalition. Harold Odom has experienced 
homelessness for over a decade. He once worked in computer repair, but after a loved one passed 
away, his life emotionally started going downhill. Today, Harold lives in one of the Tiny Home Villages 
in Georgetown and is a huge advocate for those experiencing homelessness. Harold believes strongly 
that housing is a human right. Harold is very involved with the Health Care for the Homelessness 
Network Consumer Advisory Group and serves in a leadership capacity with the Lived Experience 
Coalition. Harold has played a key role in making sure that people experiencing homelessness were 
involved in the design of the new King County Regional Homelessness Authority. Harold participated 
in numerous workgroups working alongside government staff, philanthropy, consultants, and most importantly people 
most impacted by homelessness to stand up key elements of the new Regional Homelessness Authority.  
 

Sayde Heminger, Program Development Specialist, HEAL Team member, City of Tacoma. Sayde 
primarily works with the unhoused population of Tacoma as a navigator of shelter and resources and 
also works to mitigate the environmental impacts of encampments. She has helped expand the Purple 
Bag Program throughout the City of Tacoma. She envisions a clean, vibrant, and beautiful Tacoma for 
all its residents. 
 

 
Angela Gallardo, Assistant Division Manager of Science and Engineering, City of Tacoma's Center for 
Urban Waters. She joined the city in 2019 following 15 years working in green infrastructure and 
stormwater management. She has worked extensively on stormwater policy, sustainable land 
management, and community environmental initiatives. Prior to coming to the city, Angela managed 
programs at other innovative jurisdictions including Kitsap County and the City of Austin’s Watershed 
Protection Department. 

 
Amber Smith, Statewide Litter Prevention Coordinator, Washington State Department of Ecology. She 
works with stakeholders and consultants to develop, implement and evaluate behavior change 
campaigns, oversees a comprehensive litter study, manages contracts and interagency agreements for 
litter pickup, prevention and enforcement work and compiles and tracks data for all Ecology-funded 
litter pickup programs. She has more than 20 years of experience leading environmental education, 
outreach and behavior change programs in Washington. Prior to her position with Ecology, she worked 
for the LOTT Clean Water Alliance managing their WET Science Center and community education 
programs and Thurston County and Grays Harbor County Solid Waste Departments. She also served as 
the Coordinator for the Thurston Education Communication and Outreach (ECO) Network for five years.  

 
Renee Bator, Professor of Psychology, SUNY Plattsburgh. Renee Bator earned her BA in psychology 
from the University of California, Santa Cruz and her MA and PhD in social psychology from Arizona State 
University, where she received training at the Prevention Intervention Research Center. At State 
University of New York at Plattsburgh she teaches courses on research methods, statistics, and 
persuasion. The broad goals of her research are to use persuasion theory to design, implement, and 
evaluate theory-based influence strategies to promote pro-environmental behavior change. 
 
 

Olga Kachook, Director of Bioeconomy and Reuse Initiatives, GreenBlue. She leads work on various 
bioeconomy topics, including guidance around food waste prevention, bioplastics, and compostable 
packaging, as well as reuse initiatives such as the Sustainable Packaging Coalition's guidance on 
reusable packaging. Her background includes expertise in compostable materials and packaging, zero-
waste facility certification, life cycle analysis, and sustainable materials management. Prior to joining 
GreenBlue, she led corporate sustainability and waste initiatives at World Centric, Etsy, Cascade 
Designs, and Cascadia Consulting. Olga has a Master of Environmental Management from Yale 
University’s School of Forestry & Environmental Studies, and a Bachelor of Arts in Business 

Administration from the University of Washington. 



Susan McCleary, Senior Program Specialist, City of Olympia. Growing up, Susan spent her summers 
exploring the beaches of Colvos Passage. She began working at the City of Olympia in 2014 where she 
develops and implements stormwater pollution prevention outreach and engagement programs 
meeting NPDES Permit requirements. Susan has professional and academic training in sustainable urban 
development, social marketing and environmental education. Susan is Thurston Stream Team 
coordinator, co-founder of the Business Inspection Group (BIG) and a STORM Steering Committee 
member. Recently her work involved the development of the Thurston Equity Index and a service equity 
analysis of the Regional Environmental Education Partnership’s outreach programs in collaboration with 
the University of Washington Tacoma. 
 

Paige Morris, Environmental Education Program Specialist, City of Burien. Paige is lifelong resident of 
the Pacific Northwest who graduated from the University of Washington College of the Environment 
with a mission to support community sustainability and climate justice. She has worked across public and 
private sectors developing sustainability indicators, monitoring water quality, operating solid waste 
programs, educating the public about stormwater, and enacting climate change mitigation policy. Paige 
serves as a STORM Steering Committee member. 
 
 

 

Steven Williams, Solid Waste Management Section Manager, Washington State Department of Ecology. 
Steven Williams works for the Washington State Department of Ecology as a Solid Waste Management 
Section Manager at the Northwest Region Office. 
 

 
 
 

Jenny Frankl, Public Place Litter & Recycling Can & Adopt a Street Program Manager, Seattle Public 
Utilities (SPU), City of Seattle. A devoted Adopt a Street volunteer herself, Jenny is passionate about 
litter and aims to make picking up litter more fun, easy, and convenient for Seattlites. Prior to Seattle 
Public Utilities, Jenny served in several different community engagement/organizer roles within the 
Seattle Department of Neighborhoods and local Seattle nonprofits. She is excited to dive deeper into 
the world of trash with SPU and find innovative solutions to create a cleaner environment for all. 

 
 

 
Jule Schultz, Spokane Riverkeeper. Jule works as the program lead for the Litter Cleanup and 
Community Science Programs in the Spokane River watershed for Spokane Riverkeeper. Although born 
in Oklahoma, Jule moved to Anacortes, Washington when he was 12, where he began his lifelong love 
of the water and all things in it. He graduated with a B.A. in Biology from Lewis and Clark College and 
then went on to earn his Master’s degree in Marine Biology from the Oregon Institute of Marine 
Biology in Coos Bay, Oregon. Jule comes to the Spokane Riverkeeper by way of Olympia, where he 
helped regulate the shellfish industry for the State Department of Health. Jule is a board member and 
sits on the conservation committee of Spokane Falls Trout Unlimited.  

 
 

Christian “Chris” H. Lopez-Moreno, Eastside Collaborative. Christian was born in Mexico City in 
1972 and immigrated to South California in the mid 90's. His family moved to Pierce County in 1999, 
and for the last 15 years he has been a volunteer activist at Oneamerica, one of the largest 
organizations in Washington State that advocates for immigrants and refugees. In 2013, Christian 
completed a nine session Scripture and Leadership Training at the Theology Faculty in Seattle 
University, and in 2014, was accepted to be a fellow with the Jane Fellowship Program from The 
Russell Family Foundation in Pierce County. Christian is a Radio Show Producer and Program 
Coordinator at VT Radio Universal, an online radio station base in Tacoma Washington. 



Liz Schotman, Washington Regional Manager, Surfrider Foundation. A Florida native, Liz started her 
career as a marine biologist, working with commercial fisheries and sea turtle conservation in the 
Florida Keys and spending her vacations teaching marine science to high schoolers through Duke 
University. She then completed a Master’s degree in Sustainable Development & Conservation 
Biology from the University of Maryland, where she taught sustainability to undergraduate honors 
students. She then served as the Olympia Surfrider Chapter’s Volunteer Coordinator, organizing 
beach cleanups and coordinating their water quality monitoring program. As the Regional Manager, 
Liz supports the five chapters here in Washington in their efforts to fight plastic pollution, protect 
clean water, and beach access, and ensure our coasts are resilient to climate change. 
 

Kelsey Dunne, Grants, Litter, and Outreach Unit Supervisor, Washington State Department of Ecology. 
During the decade Kelsey has worked for the Solid Waste Management program she has worked in a 
variety of areas including consumer product testing, biosolids, and solid waste grants.  
 
 

 
 
Bethany Drahota, Project Manager and Fieldwork Supervisor, Cascadia Consulting Group. 
Bethany is a graduate from the University of Washington with a B.S., majoring in Environmental 
Science and Resource Management, Wildlife Concentration, and a graduate from West Virginia 
University with an M.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries Resources. She is currently managing a municipal 
solid waste characterization study and a transfer station customer survey as tasks under Cascadia’s 
Waste Monitoring Program for King County and is heavily involved in leading field work for the City 
of Seattle’s Waste Composition Study. Previously, she worked for the Yolo County Resource 
Conservation District as a Project Manager coordinating restoration-based projects. Prior to that 
role, Bethany worked for Gila Watershed Partnership of Arizona as a Habitat Restoration Manager.  
 
 

Preston Peck, Recycle Reset Project Lead, City of Tacoma’s Solid Waste Management Division. Preston 
was responsible for conducting citywide community engagement to determine the future of the 
residential curbside recycling program in the wake of China’s National Sword Policy. Preston also leads 
the division’s policy efforts by identifying local, state, and federal policies’ impacts on municipal haulers 
and through representing the City of Tacoma on the Northwest Product Stewardship Council’s Steering 
Committee and in the U.S. Plastics Pact. He also serves on the Washington State Recycling Association 
Board of Directors where he works to educate membership on emerging recycling issues, and increase 
equitable practices in Washington's waste management industry. 

 
 
Omkar “Om” Aphale, Senior Associate, Cascadia Consulting Group. Om co-manages the WA statewide 
litter study with Bethany. At Cascadia, Omkar specializes in conducting waste characterization studies. 
Omkar has conducted numerous such studies for public, private, corporate, and institutional clients 
nationwide. Omkar participated in the Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful litter study in 2018 and in Keep 
America Beautiful National Litter Study in 2020. Omkar holds a doctorate degree from Stony Brook 
University in New York. 

 
 
Kristy Day, Education and Outreach Coordinator, Kitsap County. Kristy Day has been with Kitsap County 
Solid Waste since 2020. She earned her Bachelor in Professional and Creative Writing from Central 
Washington University. Kristy holds a certificate in eLearning Development and Instructional Design from 
the University of Washington. She has years of specialized studies in design, art and education. She is a 
fine artist, writer and amateur renovator. Kristy enjoys working on technology initiatives, centered on 
user experience and engagement, in her current role. 
 



 
 

Randy Hartmann, Senior Director, Keep America Beautiful. Randy directs the implementation of 
KAB programming and provides technical assistance and resources to the nonprofit’s 700-plus local 
affiliate network. Keep America Beautiful is devoted to motivating individuals to build and foster 
sustainable communities through consumer messaging and local programming. Prior to joining Keep 
America Beautiful, Randy served as the Chief Operating Officer for the Association County 
Commissioners of Georgia. Previously, he directed the Office of Environmental Management for the 
Georgia Department of Community Affairs and earlier, Randy served as an Executive Director for two 
Solid Waste Management Districts in Ohio and was the Executive Director for the Great River 
Regional Waste Authority in Iowa where he directed the operations of an integrated solid waste management system that 
included, recycling collection and processing, composting, solid waste transfer, and the first Subtitle D landfill in the state. 
 
 

Heather Trim, Executive Director, Zero Waste Washington. Heather has more than 25 years of 
experience in environmental work ranging from zero waste to toxic chemicals and habitat issues. At 
Zero Waste Washington, her focus has been on reducing upstream sources of waste and addressing 
downstream impacts, getting toxic chemicals out of products, eliminating plastic pollution, and 
building on the organization’s signature producer responsibility policy initiatives. Previously, at 
Futurewise, she worked to prevent runoff from entering our waterways and improve shoreline 
management practices and policies. Heather was at People for Puget Sound for over ten years where 
she focused on protections for the marine environment. Earlier, she was staff scientist for the Los 

Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council and worked for the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board on 
water quality standards, regulatory permits, pollution assessments, greening the LA rivers and habitat renewal. 
 
 

Nancy Lee, President, Social Marketing Services, Inc., Strategic Advisor, C+C and Adjunct Professor, 
University of Washington. Nancy Lee has almost 30 years of experience in Social Marketing. She 
teaches courses and provides workshops and consulting on social marketing campaign development. 
She has participated in the development of more than 200 social marketing campaign strategies for 
public sector agencies. Clients in the public sector include the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, US Environmental Protection Agency, Washington State Department of Health, Office of 
Crime Victims Advocacy, county Health and Transportation Departments, Department of Ecology, 
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, Washington Traffic Safety Commission, City of Seattle, and 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction. She has co-authored 13 books on Social Marketing, 10 
with Philip Kotler, and has contributed numerous articles to professional journals. She is a past President of the Pacific 
Northwest Social Marketing Association and serves on the Board of the International Social Marketing Association, as well 
as the Social Marketing Association of North America. 
 
 

 Representative Liz Berry, Washington 36th Legislative District. Liz serves as Vice Chair of the Labor 
& Workplace Standards Committee and is a member of the Environment & Energy and Transportation 
committees, where she is a passionate advocate for working families, combating climate change, and 
building vital infrastructure that is safe, equitable, and green. Liz previously led the Washington State 
Association for Justice, the region’s largest civil justice advocacy organization dedicated to standing up 
for the legal rights of patients, consumers and injured workers. A lifelong champion for women in 
leadership and reproductive justice, Liz served as president of the National Women’s Political Caucus 
of Washington and as a board member for NARAL Pro-Choice Washington. Liz earned her B.A. in 
Communications, Law, Economics, and Government from American University in Washington, DC, and 
interned abroad for the U.S. Embassy in Brussels. She has continued studies at the John F. Kennedy 

School of Government at Harvard University, Executive Education. 


