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SIZE AND SCOPE OF BC

944,735km²
364,764mi²

71,362mi² Washington
98,466mi² Oregon

163,696mi² California

333,524 mi² 



CURRENT CONTEXT
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"In fact, over the past decade, recycling levels have 
basically flatlined in Ontario. Even 30% of what we 
toss into our blue boxes ends up in landfills."
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What we are hearing in the media:

CITY CHALLENGE

Lacombe, AB Recycling cancelled

Calgary, AB Landfill: (2k tonnes plastic)

Moose Jaw, SK Reduced collection: plastic bags and 
clamshells

Saskatoon, SK Reduced collection: plastic bags and 
coffee cups

Winnipeg, MB Reduced collection: Polystyrene

Brandon, MB Reduced collection: clamshells

Sarnia, ON Landfill: 40% of recycling

Toronto, ON Reduced collection: stand up pouches

Montreal, QC Recycling plant closures

St. John, NB No curbside, only unmanned depots

Halifax, NS Landfill: film plastics

RECYCLING: outside of BC



WHO WE ARE

Recycle BC is a not-for-profit organization 
responsible for residential packaging and paper 
recycling throughout British Columbia.

Recycle BC ensures household materials are 
collected, sorted and responsibly recycled.

Our program is funded by1,200 businesses 
that include retailers, manufacturers and 
restaurants that supply packaging andpaper 
products to BC residents, shifting costs away 
from homeowners.



REGULATION

Environmental Management Act

ÅEffective May 2014 ςrequires producers of 
packaging and paper products to assume 
responsibility for end of life management of 
their products

BC Recycling Regulation 

ÅOutlines producer responsibility for a number 
of material categories 

ÅSchedule 5 defines these responsibilities for 
producers of packaging and paper 

Recycle BC 

ÅRepresents obligated organizations and fulfills 
their requirements under the Regulation
Å Provides collection services 

Å Processes material

Å Markets material to end-markets

ÅProgram Plan outlines how those 
requirements will be met



PROGRAM 
PERFORMANCE: 
2019 Program 
Recovery Rate
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+ 0.8%

+ 0.3%

+ 0.9%

+ 1.3%

= %



PROGRAM PERFORMANCE: 2019 Material Specific Recovery Rate
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-3.0%

+4.0%

+2.0%

+3.0%

+6.0%

+9.0%

RESULT



POLLUTION PREVENTION HIERARCHY

¹ 2019 End of Life Reporting
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ÅIncreased tonnesof PPP managed by recycling year-over-year (+4%).

ÅIncreased tonnesof material managed by engineered fuel.

ÅDecreased the tonnesmanaged by disposal by 14%. 

ÅMore than 90% of collected material was managed by recycling.



1,186 Members representing:
ÅFood and consumer goods brand owners and manufacturers
ÅFirst importers
ÅRetailers (grocery, general merchandise, convenience, drug)
ÅFinancial institutions (banks, credit unions, insurance companies)
ÅRestaurants
ÅMagazine publishers
ÅNurseries & garden centres

RECYCLE BC MEMBERS

$121 Million 
in program 
financing for 
2020

Contributed

$500 Million  
since inception



CANADIAN 
STEWARDSHIP 
SERVICES ALLIANCE
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Launchedin 2014
100% financed and operated by businesses

Launchedin 2016
Businesses pay up to 75% of municipal costs

Launchedin 2010
Businesses pay 80% of municipal costs

Blue Box ProgramLaunchedin 2004
Businesses pay 50% of municipal costs

MHSW (household hazardous or special waste)Launchedin 2008
100%financed and operated by businesses

Launchedin 2017
100%financed and operated by businesses



CSSA GOALS
1. Consistent/harmonized regulatory 

frameworks for recycling programs

2. Maximizing recovery of post-
consumer materials
o Better environmental performance

o Producers need access to the materials to 
attain their sustainability goals 

3. 100% compliance with all 
stewardship obligations in all 
supported programs



CSSA CAPABILITIES 

16

Design & 
Implement

Operate & 
Manage

Monitor 
for Change

Å Designs, implements and 
supports EPR programs across 
Canada

Å Largest and most experienced 
compliance solution provider in 
North America

Å Primary interface to 3000+ 
program member businesses

Å Team members located in 
Toronto, Vancouver, Ottawa and 
Halifax



CSSA AND RECYCLE BC
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Harmonize the front and back office processes to deliver efficient and cost-effective services

Business processes and systems designed to support complete supply chain

1. Board and corporate governance 
2. Producer registration and reporting
3. Financial and audit services
4. Costing, fee setting, regulatory reporting and analytics
5. Information technology and systems management
6. Communications and stakeholder relations
7. Project management office



WE RECYCLE PORTAL
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DESIGNED WITH 

INTENTION



DESIGNED WITH INTENTION

CONSISTENT

TRANSPARENT

ENVIRONMENTAL OUTCOMES

MATERIALS HOMES DEPOTS PARTNERSHIPSTECHNOLOGY



CONSISTENT MATERIAL LIST



SEGREGATED COLLECTION OF MATERIALS

¹ dfasjdk

ÅCurbside
o Paper 

o Containers

ÅMulti-family
o Paper 

o Containers

ÅDepot
o Hart Return-It Centre

o PG Recycling and Return-It Centre

o London Drugs (soft plastic and foam only)



MATERIALS COLLECTED AT DEPOTS ONLY

Glass

(in some communities)

Plastic Bags Foam 

Packaging
Other Flexible 

Plastic Packaging



PARTNERSHIPS
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RECEIVING
FACILITIES PRODUCERS

POST-COLLECTION 
PARTNER

WASTE
COMPANIES TRANSPORTERSDEPOTS

LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AND

FIRST NATIONS



TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION
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RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT

DATA TRACKING 
AND MEASUREMENT

SORTING 
SOPHISTICATION



Q & A
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BREAK



COLLECTION



RECYCLE BC COLLECTION STREAMS



COLLECTOR AGREEMENTS

CURBSIDE AND MULTI-FAMILY

¹ Collect standard list of materials weekly or 
biweekly

¹ Deliver material to designated facility

¹ Per household annual payment rate

¹ 3% contamination requirement

¹ Service level failure credits and bonuses

DEPOT

¹ Collect standard material list ςall materials or only 
materials designated for depots

¹ Per tonnepayment rate



PROVINCIAL ACCESS

31



CONSISTENT MATERIAL LIST
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CURBSIDE COLLECTION RATES



MULTI-FAMILY COLLECTION RATES



DEPOT COLLECTION RATES



Incompatible Material Includes:

Å Not accepted materials  
Å Unsortable Material
Å Contaminated PPP
Å Hazardous Materials

Miss-sorted Materials
Å Comingled Glass
Å Plastic Bags and Overwrap
Å Foam Packaging
Å Other Flexible Plastic Packaging

Contamination Rate refers to:
Not Accepted Materials; any material that is not In-Scope 
PPP

WHAT IS CONTAMINATION?



WHY IS REDUCING CONTAMINATION SO IMPORTANT?
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ÅThe health and safety of all those handling materials 
throughout the supply chain

ÅMitigating potential damages to facilities and 
machinery

ÅImproves the quality of materials, allowing access to 
more North American end-markets

ÅSupports provincial understanding of recycling options

ÅReduces program costs by removing out-of-scope 
materials

ÅPromotes environmental integrity



CONTAMINATION REMEDIATION PLAN
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ÅPromotion and Education (P&E)

ÅMonitoring

ÅTraining

ÅEnforcement

ÅTracking



CONTAMINATION RATES 2019


